Dear Harold, 


Aug, 4 f 1992 


Glad to hear you are making such good progress on your 
book. As part of my preparation for writing on Specter, I am reading through 
Post Mortem again carefully. It has been at least five years since 1 
last read it. What I am planning to do is write two short and we 11 -documented 
articles. The theme and content of each will be somewhat different. 

In the first article I plan to use Specter’s role during 
the Thomas confirmation hearings as the backdrop. I- recall many news commentators 
playing up Specter’s expertise as a prosecutor. Then, I will suggest that 
if he is such a cracker- jack lawyer why did he fail to do so many things 
during his tenure as Warren Commission counsel. For example, I will note his 
failure to question Dr* Humes 1 further regarding the destruction of the first 
draft of the autopsy ; his failure to call Sibert and O’Neill as witnesses and 
any of the Cbfeetf military personnel in the autopsy room; also, the significant 
ommission of Br* Barkley; his failure to demand the production of the 
autopsy photos and X-rays; among a few other items. 

In the second article I plan to highlight his threat to sue 
Oliver Stone, Among other things I plan to note that this certainly is not the 
first time Hr. Specter has been called a liar, and that he did nothing about 
the strong statements you make in Post Mortem . Rather than sins of omission 
I plan to focus on sins of commission, that is, instances of outright deceit* 

The most prominent and obvious example will, of course, be the single -bullet 
theory, and his total misrepresentation of the Ir evidence’ 1 on which it 
is allegedly based. More specifically, I will attempt to show (again, as you 
did redundantly) that Specter knew perfectly well that the President was shot 
in the back, that no effort was made to trace the track of that bullet, and 
that all the expert witnesses discounted the possibility of CE399 doing all 

that it is alleged to have done* 

With a new school year rapidly approaching I want to get these 
done by the end of August or beginning of Sept* . I will send you a copy and 
I am planning to send some out to major newspapers in Pennsylvania and to 
Ms. leaked. Realistically, I do not expect much response. My effort may 
go nowhere publicly. Nonetheless, It will be a helpful exercise for me and 
I am sure I will come away from this with an even better understanding 
of how Specter and the Warren Commission failed us. And I will probably use 
it in my upcoming project on Stone In Jan, 93 ("The F^iry Tale that Shook the World"). 

For my classes in the fall I am currently putting a lot of 
thought into reworking my lecture notes on the race and ethnic relations 
course. Thanks for sending some articles on this, especially the one you 
sent in your last letter about the Crown Heights incident. I had not followed 
that. I am distressed to find Blacks reacting so violently and thoughtlessly, 

I find some evidence of that among black students here — that they too 
often interpret things simplisitically, I under st%d their despair and 
frustration, but as King so well underscored violence is no solution* 

I am relishing Bush’s campaign difficulties. My hope 
is that he will not just lose in November but be humiliated in the process, 

My regards to Lillian, 


Best, 


